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Senior Carli Graham became a
top 10 finalist for the Fox Sports’
Ohio Public Service Announce-
ment (PSA) video contest.

Her video on the subject of
traffic safety, specifically seat belt
use, made its debut and only
showing on the channel on Oc-
tober 22 during its High School
football Game of the Week.

AV student makes top 10
Graham’s video depicted a

buckled up driver who asked their
passenger if they were going to
buckle up, too. The passenger
thought about it as visions of
potential car accidents flow
through their mind, and eventu-
ally buckled up.

“I’m ecstatic, because I’m glad
others can see my capabilities
other than in my school setting,”
Graham said.

The winner has yet to be an-
nounced.

Though of the contest her
video was only shown once on
FSO, MTV-29 circulated it for
about a month and is reportedly
to be played again in the future.

Each video entry had to be no
more than one minute long and
had to address seat belts, though
students could also address other

risky driving behaviors.
Madison Productions advisor

Emily Grau seemed proud of
Graham’s efforts, especially since
it is supposedly took Graham two
days to make her video.

“[It’ s] amazing that she made
top 10 when most videos take
two to three weeks [to make],”
Grau said.

Graham is the third student to
have placed high in such a con-
test since last March.

Madison Productions had
won first place in the Lake
County Health Department’s anti-
smoking PSA contest with an en-
try by last years’ seniors Robbie
Karlson and Will West and junior
Brad Sievers, and alumni Robert
Braidich and Nathan Brown’s en-
try won Honorable Mention last
March.

BY SAM COUCH
Managing Editor
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Jonathan (Shenkel) is surprised to find that Brad (Quayle) and Jan
(Yokie) have finally settled their disagreement.

The MHS fall play, “Pillow
Talk,” was presented on Nov. 14
and 15, bringing in a sizable audi-
ence and over $1000.

The play, based off of a 1959
movie by the same title, follows
Jan Morrow (senior Myrissa
Yokie) and Brad Allen (senior
Perry Quayle), two people who
share a party line.

As Morrow becomes increas-

Fall play brings in large audience

ingly annoyed with Allen, who
talks on the phone with his vari-
ous girlfriends all day, Allen be-
gins pranking Morrow by making
her believe he is the man of her
dreams.  Over time, however, Allen
begins to fall in love with Mor-
row.

When Allen’s best friend,
Jonathan Forbes (freshman Dillon
Shenkel), who is infatuated with
Morrow, finds out about Allen’s
prank, he reveals the scam to Jan
Morrow.  Morrow becomes infu-
riated with Allen, wrecks his apart-

ment, and then forgives him as
she discovers that he really does
love her.

About 125 people attended,
according to director Brint
Learned, Executive Director at
Rabbit Run. This was his second
year directing the fall play for
MHS.

While, according to Learned,
the fall play never makes as much
money as the spring musical, “Pil-
low Talk” made $1175 through
ticket sales, a 50/50 raffle, and
snack sales. The money will go
back into the drama department
for future productions.

The play had a large cast, con-
sisting of 21 parts, as compared
to the few parts in last year’s fall
play, “The Odd Couple.”

“It was nice to see more people
participate than last year,” said
Learned.  Students from all grades
performed in the production.

“We had a lot of underclass-
men who pulled together and
made the play awesome,” said
Yokie.

The cast rehearsed for a month
and a half before the two perfor-
mances.

“I was impressed that the cast
was able to pull together and
made it a really enjoyable experi-
ence,” said Quayle.

In honor of Veterans’ Day, Key
Club collected USO care pack-
ages to be sent to the armed forces
overseas.

Key Club collected 1,816 items
and $200 during the course of the
week.

The two classes that brought
in the most items were James
Johnson and Natalie
Meshginpoosh’s first block
classes.

Johnson’s Government class
brought in a total of 736 items,
with Meshginpoosh’s Algebra
class bringing in 397 items.

For their efforts, Johnson and
Meshginpoosh’s first block
classes will receive a doughnut
party.

Assistant Principal Colleen
Triana brought the idea up to Key
Club after attending a family
Christmas party with her son,
who is in the National Guard.

Triana also was a member of
the armed forces, serving in both
the Army and the National Guard.

She thought that it would be a
good idea to collect the care pack-
ages in honor of Veterans’ Day.

“I think it’ s a way to directly

Items, funds
collected for USO

say ‘thank you,’” Triana said. “I
know having been in service, it’s
nice to touch base with home.”

Enough care packages were
collected for the National Guard
to transport the items for free.

However, Key Club donated
enough money to help the Na-
tional Guard cover the cost.

Key Club accepted hygienic
items such as men’s deodorant,
mouthwash, chapstick, shaving
cream, toothbrushes and toilet
paper.

They also accepted food
items, including tuna, jelly, tea
bags, and fruit snacks.

Key Club advisor Julie Vacca
said she was pleased by the
amount of items donated.

“We were very impressed by
[the student body’s] generosity,”
Vacca said.

The drive was originally sup-
posed to run from Monday, No-
vember 9, through Wednesday,
November 11, however, the suc-
cess of the drive allowed Vacca
to extend the collection until Fri-
day, November 13.

It cost $11.95 per box to send
the items overseas. The cost in-
cluded insurance for lost items.

Students who know someone
overseas were able to request
that a package be sent to them.

BY GABBY WIKER
Business Manager

BY ALEX BAUCCO
Staff Reporter

Red Bird Elementary hosted a
walking marathon, called the Walk-
a-thon, on Oct. 20 to raise both
health awareness and money for
new projectors for the school af-
ter recent funding cuts.

The fundraiser made $7,400 in
total, though the goal was $10,000.

“We are all so appreciative of
all the adult help, especially.  With
the economy the way it is, I was
amazed to see how well parents
responded,” said Bacher.

The Walk-a-thon was one mile
long, and consisted of many ob-
stacles set up by the RBE staff.

Obstacles included balloons,
cones, hula-hoops, and a para-
chute to run over.

 There were two walks, one in
the morning for grades K-3, and a
later one for the grades 4, 5, and
more kindergarteners.

Roughly 550 kids participated
and 40 parents assisted.  Though
it was not mandatory to walk, the
majority of children did.

 To participate the children
were asked to hand out donation
slips to local businesses.

“The end of the event showed
a lot of school spirit,” said primary
coordinator and RBE teacher
Sherri Bacher.  She said that she
was very happy with the results.

Red Bird Walk-a thon
raises funds, awareness
BY ALEX BAUCCO
Staff Reporter
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Red Ribbon Week, also
known as drug-free week, was
held the week of October 26 this
year at Madison High School,
brining in over $300.

Officer Teresa Ackerman and
the members of S.A.D.D. / T.I. ar-
ranged many activities as a way
to get the drug-free messages out
to the students. Such activities
included daily “Tips for Teens”
about the dangers of drug and
alcohol abuse on the morning
announcements, a demonstra-
tion of the Fatal Vision goggles
with Officer Ackerman during
lunch, red hat day, the red rib-
bon distributions, and a red car-
nation sale.

According to Ackerman, the

Students receptive to Red
Ribbon Week activities

BY AMILENE PRIMER
Staff Reporter

“Students were very receptive
to the drug free messages,” said
Ackerman, who also stated that
she had only positive feedback
on the Red Ribbon Week activi-
ties and that she saw many stu-
dents wearing the red ribbons in
public, sporting them in their cars
and on their clothes.

She hopes the messages have
reached current drug users and
will push them to get the help they
need and feels that Red Ribbon
Week was informational and suc-
cessful.

After a roughly decade long
hiatus, Drama Club started again
at MHS under the supervision of
choir director Nicole Groah.

With meetings usually the first
Thursday of every month, mem-
bers discuss community volun-
teer opportunities and promote
theatrical arts at Madison. The
club does not have an exact num-
ber of people in the club, since
numbers have varied with each
meeting. About 40 students were
at the last meeting.

According to Groah, years
ago there was a Drama Club
headed by Mr. Martello, who
taught English and drama, but it
was never really consistent.

“It just made sense. I’m really

Drama Club returns to MHS
BY KELSEY KINCAID
Managing Editor

the only one to really promote
drama activities,” Groah said.

The club’s president is senior
Perry Quayle, vice president is
sophomore Nichol Gabor, secre-
tary is junior Jessica Cogar, and
historian is sophomore Tyler
Kensinger.

“I’m glad that, with so many
people in this school who are in-
volved with the drama produc-
tions, we finally have an organi-
zation dedicated to promoting
performing arts throughout the
school and the community. It’s
high time that MHS finally got a
drama club,” Quayle said.

Despite the new club, no ad-
ditional plays will be produced at
MHS than in past years, just the
One-Acts in February and the
musical in May, as well as the fall
play, “Pillow Talk.”

The first thing Drama Club put

on to make their name known was
“Polterheist,” which brought in
$900 with roughly 90 people at-
tending. The show was a murder
mystery started by seniors Becca
Hord and Myrissa Yokie.

Neither Hord nor Yokie wrote
the script, but they did buy it off
the Internet. They both wanted
to raise money for the drama de-
partment.

“I went to a murder mystery
dinner about two years ago. It
was lots of fun and I got the idea
[to do one here],” Yokie said.

Hord and Yokie approached
Groah about starting the murder
mystery.

“We like plays and thought it
would be fun,” Hord said.

The cast had seniors Hord,
Quayle and Yokie, juniors Cogar,
Haley Bodager and Thomas Visel
and freshman Ben Schideker.

Most people are familiar with
a foreign exchange program for
students, but what they may be
unaware of is the existence of a
program for faculty and adminis-
trators of schools, as well. Madi-
son Middle School Vice Princi-
pal Lisa Imel has had the oppor-
tunity to participate in such a
chance.

Through the Fulbright Pro-
gram, spon-
sored by the
Argentina com-
pany of Bunge
& Born, Imel
will be given the
chance to have
an extended
visit to an
Argent inean
school this July.

H o w e v e r,
Imel first hosted
Azucena Alija
(or Susy for
short), a princi-
pal from Argen-
tina who stayed in Madison from
Oct. 14 to Nov. 5.

Alija stayed with Imel during
her time in the country and she
visted businesses, the
Beachwood Mall, Cleveland, and
Columbus. She also received a
tour of the Madison Local
Schools, and was escorted by
four students from Madison High
School’s Spanish program to
help her get familiarized with dis-
trict.

Seniors Amilene Primer,
Heather Rice, Javan Streets and
sophomore Jordyn Burke were
selected to assist the visitor.

“It was a really good experi-
ence and a lot of fun,” commented
Rice, who took Alija to see
Homer Nash Kimbell.

Primer guided Alija around
MHS to see morning classes and
was very pleased with meeting
her.

“She was so nice and so
grateful for the help,” she said.

Here at the high school, Alija
visited choir, band, art classes,
Racquet Sports, History of Rock

MMS principal
participates in
exchange program

and Roll, Project Lead the Way,
Read 180, and more.

Alija said that she was im-
pressed with many aspects of the
district, including the music and
sporting programs, Spanish
classes, Auburn Career Center,
and MHS’s forensic science
class.

Besides learning about
America’s education system, she
has also seen her stay here as a
chance “to know the U.S. culture,
city, state, people, and values.”

In October of
2008, MHS Choir
teacher Nicole
Groah partici-
pated in the
Fulbright Pro-
gram and had the
opportunity to
visit Japan.

MMS teacher
Jackie Farina
also had the
chance to go
overseas, allow-
ing her  to teach
in Italy for a
short time.

According to Imel, Farina’s ex-
perience “gave me the motivation
to do the same.”

Overall, both Alija and Imel
were pleased with the outcome
of the affair.

“I like the experience because
I reflected about our education
and your education,” Alija said.

Imel, too, has enjoyed the pro-
gram.

“My horizons have been
broadened, and I feel like I’ve had
a great opportunity,” she said.

In order to be selected, candi-
dates first receive an interview
with the program directors. Then
those accepted are paired with
people with similar personalities,
interests, and goals.

carnation sale was a huge suc-
cess. She predicted that they
would sell about 300 carnations,
but the total amount sold was ac-
tually around 330, earning $330
and about $150 for the S.A.D.D. /
T.I. college scholarship.

“I loved that so many people
bought carnations, and it was re-
ally neat that people really got in-
volved and wore red,” said
S.A.D.D./T.I. President Allison
Novotny. She stated that she was
pleased with the carnation sale,
as well.

BY SHAY TROTTER
Editor-In-Chief

PHOTO COURTESY OF DEBBIE CORDES

“Susy” Alija visits Madison
schools.
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It started about 13 years ago,
when Principal William Fisher and
Student Council advisor Mike
Smith were trying to find some-
thing fun for the students to do
around the Halloween time.

Each year, Madison holds its
annual Octoberfest activities dur-
ing each lunch period. This year,

Octoberfest yields
fun with activities

the seniors came out victorious
over all others.

The Monday activity was the
doughnut-on-a-string eating
contest in which the seniors took
a victory.

The Poulson family donated
pumpkins for the Tuesday pump-
kin carving contest, and the
judges, 10 faculty members, chose
the sophomores as the winners.

Bobbing for apples is usually
the Wednesday activity, but with
the outbreak of flu in the school,
it was replaced with the mummy
wrap to keep from spreading ill-
ness. The senior class won again
in this activity.

On Thursday, the seniors won,
yet again, in the pumpkin pie-eat-
ing contest.

Friday’s costume day proved
well received as well, with cos-
tumes like Wolverine, Aqua Teen
Hunger Force characters, and the
Desperate Housewives. The caf-
eteria ladies also joined in by
dressing as the Madison paint-
up crew.

The games serve as class com-
petitions and fun for students.
The seniors won the Monday,
Wednesday, and Thursday activi-
ties as the sophomores took their
victory in Tuesday’s activity.

“[Octoberfest] was a great
success,” says Smith. “I know
that the kids have fun with it,” he
continues. He also says it’s good
for a break in routine and to get
everyone into the Halloween
spirit.

BY AMILENE PRIMER
Staff Reporter

PHOTO BY SAM COUCH

Senior Jesse Hart  stands as Senior Wes Folsom coils toilet paper
around him during 7th lunch with Wednesday’s “mummy wrap.”

Dinner, auction brings
in money for band

BY KELSEY KINCAID
Managing Editor

PHOTO COURTESY OF TAMMY BEVAN

The Madison High School Jazz Band show off their talent during the
Annual Chicken Dinner and Chinese Auction.

The third Annual Chicken
Dinner and Chinese Auction was
held at Madison High School’s
cafeteria for the MHS band de-
partment on November 13, bring-
ing in over $1,000.

The total money raised for the
dinner was $330, while the money
raised from just the 50/50 raffles
was $148, and the evening
brought in a total of $1,400-$1,500.

“I think it’ s wonderful. [Madi-
son] is very supportive of the
community,” band director, Kristy
May said.

All the money will be used for
the band’s general account,
which goes toward the award ban-
quet in May, help during band
camp with the extra instructors,
and the basic needs for the band
program.

About 250-300 people showed
up for the dinner portion of the
evening, and even more people
showed for the auction itself or
just to listen to the Jazz Band and
soloists.

The dinner started at 5 p.m.
and ended at 7 p.m. The event
itself ended about 8 p.m.

Chicken-n-Things provided
the food for the evening, with the

dinner tickets selling at $8 each.
“I love Chicken-n-Things.

They do a fantastic thing,” May
said.

Even the students that helped
out at the dinner enjoyed it.

“It was amazing. They had re-
ally, really good food. The Jazz
Band was awesome, and I had fun
working there. There were a lot
more people there than I ex-
pected,” said junior Courtney
Smith, who helped work the din-
ner and auction.

Tons of items were up to be
auctioned, such as pies baked by
Mrs. Poulson, gift certificates for
local business, gift baskets and
movies, Cleveland Orchestra tick-
ets, Cleveland Zoo tickets, pic-
tures, toys for kids and lottery
tickets.

“[There was] something for
every age. You name it, we had
it,” May said.

Not only did Jazz Band play,
but so did soloists senior Heather
Rice on her flute with a piano ac-
companiment and junior Justin
Curry on his violin. Freshmen
Rebecca Green-Holmes and Mary
Commings performed a clarinet
duet, while freshmen Erika Nalow
and Jillian Wallace performed a
saxophone duet.

Jazz Band played two sets, in-
cluding the songs “Caribbean
Dance,” which was May’s favor-
ite because of the percussive feel,
“Don’t Know Why,” which was
the vocal tune with sophomore
Cassie Kahr on vocals, and
“Louie-Louie,” the band’s favor-
ite.

“[I’m] very proud of those stu-
dents; they worked very hard this
fall. They worked hard trying to
improve their balance and blend.
And all fall we dedicated some
time for improvisation, where
they create their own solos,” May
said.

Eclectica, the MHS show choir,
met with three other show choirs
on Monday, Nov. 16, at
Edgewood High for the 22nd year
in a row.

The festival’s purpose is to
raise money for Edgewood, which
is in Ashtabula.

“A lot of it is also tradition,”
said Nicole Groah, choir director

Show choir
attends festival

at MHS.
Senior Becca Hord was the

only soloist for MHS.
About 300 people attended,

according to Groah.  There was a
$5 admission’s price for adults,
and a $3 for students and seniors.

The songs were mostly ac-
companied by piano, but a few
choirs sang to recordings.  Two
jazz bands also performed.

“It worked out very well,” said
Groah.

BY ALEX BAUCCO
Staff Reporter



44444
THE STREAK

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentaryN
ov

.
20

09

From the Principal’s Desk...

BY WILLIAM J. FISHER
MHS Principal

High school brings about a
whole new wave of changes for a
person. One often goes from be-
ing a preteen entangled in insig-
nificant drama to someone who is
suddenly overwhelmed by the
new opportunities that are com-
ing their way.

Rather than taking the time to
enjoy the last few years of their
youth, too many people are in a
hurry to grow up.

Let’s face it, middle school may
have been filled with nothing but
gossip, but life was simple back
then. Responsibilities were few
and expectations were relatively
low.

However, all of that changes
when a person enters their fresh-
man year at high school.

Are teens trying too hard?
BY SHAY TROTTER
Editor-In-Chief

From kindergarten to ninth
grade, I attended Ledgemont
Schools in Thompson, Ohio.
Ledgemont is a tiny school sys-
tem graduating only 50 students
each year.

The schools are not well
funded and have minuscule class
sizes. The elementary and middle
schools are both in the same
building sharing a lunch room and
gymnasium.

The high school consists,

Madison students should be more grateful
quite literally, of four hallways that
house the core classes and four
electives: Spanish, art, band, and
chorus. There is one art teacher,
one Spanish teacher, one director
for both the band and the choir,
and one
physical
e d u c a -
tion in-
structor.

T h e
students
have two
lunch periods during which they
can choose to sit at one of nine
tables or on the stage in the gym-
nasium. There are two restrooms

in the hallways and one in each
locker room.In tenth grade, I open
enrolled to Madison, and it was
eye opening.

Seeing such a large building
with so many kids inside, the enor-

mous lunchroom and gymnasium,
and vast amount of classrooms
were enough to make my head
spin.

On my first day in my Team
Sports class (we would never
have such a class at Ledgemont),
I overheard someone say some-
thing negative about Madison.
We got into an argument, and as I

defended Madi-
son, I explained
my feelings on
the topic.

Madison has
many things
that we should
all be grateful

for. Here are my Top Five:
1. Classes. You can choose

your classes from a mammoth list
of electives, and there are multiple
teachers for most classes, so if
you dislike one that you once had,
chances are you won’t have to
have them again.

We have wood shop, more
than one foreign language, mul-
tiple choirs and bands, all sorts of
different types of core classes,
and so on and so forth. You have
the ability to take the classes that
you enjoy and that will point you
in the direction of your future ca-
reer.

2. Friends/Acquaintances.
There are so many students in
Madison that chances are, when
you walk down the halls, you’ll
probably see someone new almost
every day.

In Ledgemont, everyone knew
everyone else and everyone knew
everyone’s parents and siblings.
We were like a big family.

As you can imagine, it was dif-
ficult to obtain a boyfriend or girl-
friend when everyone was like a
brother or sister. Here, the possi-

bilities of new friends are nearly
infinite!

3. Student Center. The separa-
tion of the Student Center from
the main office is something many
take for granted. Instead of going
through the already busy main
office for everything, you can
make a quick stop to the Student
Center to get the help you need.

4. Block scheduling. Full year
classes are a pain— plain and
simple. By the time class starts and
the teacher tells you the plans for
the day, class is halfway over.

 There is barely ever time for
review of past materials if you
hope to get on with new things.
Individual attention and help is
difficult, because the teacher must
keep the class moving at all times.

Not to mention, on block
scheduling, when you don’t like
your teacher, you only have to deal
with them for one semester.

5. A.V./The Madison Channel.
I’ve never even heard of such a
thing until I came to
Madison.Thinking there’s a tele-
vision channel that gives you all
the information you need on up-
coming events is mind-boggling
for me.

Also, even though we haven’t
done it much this year, having an-
nouncements on television in the
morning is phenomenal.

As I said, those are only my
top five reasons to be grateful for
Madison. We should open our
eyes and realize how wonderful
our school is, and if there’s some-
thing we don’t like about it, we
need to speak up and get help with
trying to change it!

BY AMILENE PRIMER
Staff Reporter

Hello again! As we approach
the Thanksgiving break . . . one of
my favorite holidays for eating,
make an early New Year’s Resolu-
tion for yourself . . .

Right after the Thanksgiving
break, it brings to mind the impor-
tance of the three weeks that lie
ahead of us leading into the win-
ter holidays.  The natural ten-

dency will be to want to relax and
get into the holiday spirit, but I
can’t emphasize enough how ev-
eryone will need to stay focused
on their studies!

Remember, too, that when we
return after the winter break, there
are only eight days before we
have first semester exams in your
classes on January 14 and 15.  In-
corporate a little self-discipline to
keep working hard and you’ll be
happy with the results when you
receive your first semester grades.

It’s that time of year . . .
Although we’ve been experi-

encing a nice ‘Indian Summer’
during the last couple of weeks
with this mild weather, the flu sea-
son is beginning.  This year, we
have had to deal with a new type
of influenza.

Also, in the past couple of
years, we have had to deal with
an infection, called MRSA or
sometimes the ‘superbug’.  Re-
gardless of either ailment, GOOD
hygiene habits become important
in avoiding these illnesses that
lead to the frustration of missing
school, which can cause you to
get behind in your studies and
grades.

I can’t emphasize enough to
follow these guidelines in avoid-
ing the flu or this MRSA infec-
tion:

1) Wash your hands frequently
throughout the day, especially
after using the restroom, picking
up other students’ personal items,
etc.;

2) Cover your mouth whenever
you sneeze or cough to prevent
the spread of influenza;

3) Do not share personal items,

such as clothing, towels, razors,
deodorant, etc.;

4) In regards to MRSA, cover
any breaks in the skin with a band
aide or bandage, etc.

5) Whenever you have an in-
fection, especially a pimple or boil
that does not heal or looks like a
spider-bite (remains red, swollen
and painful) . . . report it to the
school nurse or have your parent
take you to your family doctor.
The key is to detect it early and
get treatment.

Note:  The MRSA bacteria can
only be spread through direct
contact with the bacteria by an
open wound or crack in the skin.
It is not breathed in through the
air, etc.

That is why it can be spread
through wearing another person’s
clothing items or gear.  If a stu-
dent has the infection and is be-
ing treated, as long as it is cov-
ered, it cannot be spread without
some kind of direct contact.

 If you have any questions,
definitely stop in to talk to our
school nurse, who would be very
willing to answer your questions.

Thinking about college . . .

Thursday, December 10, will be
our annual Financial Aid Night
that is sponsored by our MHS
counselors in conjunction with
our LEAF (Lake/Geauga Educa-
tional Assistance Foundation)
representative, Mrs. Debby Day-
ton.

During this evening, valuable
information concerning college
applications, FAFSA forms, and
other pertinent information about
applying for college financial as-
sistance will be made available.  It
begins at 6:30 p.m. in cafeteria;

’Tis the Season to be Merry . .
.     One last thought, don’t forget
about the always festive and en-
tertaining MHS Holiday Concert
that will be coming up soon on
Thursday, December 17, at 7:00
p.m. in the gymnasium.

 The event will feature all of our
choral groups (chorus, chamber
ensemble, Eclectica, and concert
choir), as well as our concert and
jazz bands.  It’s a “can’t miss”
evening with music that will put
you into the holiday spirit and
you might even be treated to a
visit from that jolly ol’ fella from
up north!

Suddenly, teenagers have their
eye on what they think will make
them seem more “adult.” Pushing
aside what they think to be silly
childish ways, their goal is to em-
brace the opportunities that go
along with growing older.

The idea appears to be that
you are not
truly living
your teen
years until
you have
your license,
own a car and
have a job
where you re-
ceive a weekly paycheck. What
ever happened to just being a stu-
dent, or one with a summer job?

Too many responsibilities will
lead to nothing more than unnec-
essary stress. It does not mean a
higher maturity level or that adults

will treat you any differently.
They will still see you as a teen-

ager, but if anything else, they will
expect more from you.

Why is it so important to get
rid of the adolescent stigma that
everyone seems to think they
have?

There is nothing wrong
with trying to be indepen-
dent, but we have the rest of
our lives to do so. It will not
be long before we are out in
the “real world” and have
no choice but to have a job,
a car, and countless other
obligations that accompany

the adult status.
Do not throw away your youth

just yet: cherish your teenage
years while you still can. There
will come a time when you realize
you will never be able to get them
back.
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“Paranormal Activity” is being
called the scariest movie in years
by many, and barely chilling by
others.  Overall, the film is satis-
factory, though certainly not phe-
nomenal.

The movie begins by saying
that the events are true.  Follow-
ing is a supposed attempt of a
man, Micah, documenting the
haunting of his girlfriend, which
leads to a series of ghostly events,

‘Paranormal Activity’
satisfies horror cravings
BY ALEX BAUCCO
Staff Reporter

such as opening doors, swinging
lamps, and eerie noises.  This con-
tinues throughout the film, all
filmed in a “Blair Witch Project”
style, which adds to the realistic
feel of the movie.  Through the
film it is discovered that a demon
haunts the main character.  The
end of the movie is split in to three
different endings—one for the-
aters and two for DVD, each com-
pletely different, but equally
creepy.

The reason this film is so hor-
rifying is because of how realistic

it is.  The filming style and types
of events seem completely real.
Nothing is so over the top that its
made to seem fictional.

This does, however, make the
movie lose some of its effect.  In
making everything so subtle, the
film loses the effect of outright
horror.

However, because the movie
seems so real, it manages to com-
pensate for its lack of outright ter-
rifying images and suspense.
Overall, “Paranormal Activity” is
worth seeing.

If Activision’s “Guitar Hero”
franchise and Harmonix’s “Rock
Band” franchise got married, had
two children named “World Tour”
and “Band Hero,” and then di-
vorced, Guitar Hero would win full
custody.

With that said, “Band Hero”
would be the one that forever
lived in its family’s shadow with
so much unmet potential.

“Band Hero” was released for
the PS2, PS3, Nintendo DS, Wii,
and X-box 360 late October, 2009,
but it seems that a trip to the video
game “orphan-
a g e ” — t h e
bargain bin of
the electronics
department-is
inevitable if it
doesn’t find a
large legion of
fans soon.

With the
exception of a
handful of vet-
eran Guitar
Hero gamers,
the game’s
main hope lies
specifically with preteen girls,
gamers who have never likely
picked up a plastic guitar before
in their life, and families who fre-
quently have “family game
nights,” because many hardcore
GH fans may not take so kindly to
a watered down version of what
they know and love.

“Band Hero” has the same
band concept, having the ability
to play drums and vocals like big
brother “World Tour” and “father”
Rock Band, and it also has the
typical “career,” “quickplay,”
“training” modes, etc.

But there are three main differ-
ences: 1.) There is a “party play”
mode where songs are picked at
random for play, 2.) There is a “free
play” mode, meaning that you
can’t fail a song, and 3.) The game
and its songs are not exclusively
rock-themed.

Yes, you read right: neither

head-banging “Guns & Roses”
tunes nor heavy “Metallica” gui-
tar solos are choices for play.

Instead, popular and softer
songs are playable, ranging from
Taylor Swift’s “You Belong with
Me” and “Love Story” for the
teens to The Turtles’ “Happy To-
gether” and the Jackson 5’s
“ABC” for the older folk.

A wide mix of music genres and
plenty of chances to hone skills
can be appreciated by many, but
the ones who love their Guitar
Hero games loud, raw, and exclu-
sively rock will not take “Band
Hero” seriously at all, especially
when they see the light pink and

purple main
menu.

If song
choices and
girly graphics
w e r e n ’ t
enough to
make veterans
roll their eyes,
then also con-
sider its ridicu-
lously easy
gameplay.

 Medium
and hard diffi-
culties are a

joke for the experienced, just as
“World Tour” was, so beating “ca-
reer” mode should be a breeze.

What Activision needs to do
is give people more of a challenge.

Widening their fan service is
respectable, but depriving their
loyal fans of another good game
like “Guitar Hero 3: Legends of
Rock” is abusive.

In fact, making more install-
ments like “Band Hero” will even-
tually destroy Guitar Hero’s
legacy of delivering timeless rock
songs to blast the house with.

It looks like “Band Hero” may
have a hard knock life, but
newbies and others who enjoy
pop music will appreciate
Activision’s attempt to include
everybody.

Overall, it earns two and a half
out of five stars, because a
wannabe “Rock Band” and “Gui-
tar Hero” hybrid is certain to fail.

Band Hero girly,
joke to game pros

GAME COVER

A Fine Frenzy’s sophomore al-
bum, “Bomb in a Birdcage,” is in
some ways a step up from the
band’s debut album showing off
a unique range of musical styles
and lyrics that were not seen be-
fore.

Despite the new album’s vari-
ety, the band’s previous work is
superior in the sense that their
overall style showed a general
consistency that they had mas-
tered into some high quality
songs.

The beginning of the new al-
bum starts off with mainly upbeat
songs, and then later progresses
into quieter, more personal songs,
similar to the ones on the band’s
previous album.

On the previous album, the
song “The Minnow and the
Trout” naively asks for unity and
equality in the world; however,
that is relatively different than the

A Fine Frenzy show off
sense of creativity

band’s new album, where a sense
of maturity is prevalent.

The band experiments with
new types of songs and music on
“Bomb in a Birdcage.”

“Swan Song” is perhaps the
best song on the new album, as it
is both instrumentally and lyri-
cally superior to the other songs.

The first minute of the song is
instrumental. As the song
progresses and lyrics come in, lis-
teners are able to see a more vul-
nerable side of the singer Alison
Sudol as she verbalizes the re-
grets of her past while still taking
full responsibility for her actions.

The song portrays a darker,
more realistic view of the world
than depicted in the previous al-
bum.

With “Bomb in a Birdcage,”
Sudol breaks away from her pre-
vious optimism, while still retain-
ing her innocence without being
naive.

Listeners are given a variety of
styles, ranging from an almost
rock-like song, “Stood Up,” to an
innocent song like “What I

Wouldn’t Do,” a folksong accom-
panied by clapping.

Sudol incorporates many more
instruments this time around,
whereas before she relied mostly
on the piano.

Her songs are now more up-
beat and include more string, per-
cussion, and other types of instru-
ments.

The song “Electric Twist” ap-
propriately incorporates some
electronic elements into the mix.

The band manages to provide
a wide variety of songs for listen-
ers to enjoy. No two songs on the
album sound alike.

One of the best attributes of
the album is that it can still be ap-
preciated even without listening
to the lyrics.

At times it seems the music
overpowers the lyrics and, in
some songs, it drowns them out;
however, that does not negate the
importance of the artist’s lyrics.
The lyrics themselves are poetic
and are able to stand on their own.

“Bomb in a Birdcage” is an ex-
ceptional album that breaks away
from the stereotypical pop albums
seen today.

While “Bomb in a Birdcage” is
still a must have, the band’s pre-
vious album continues to hold on
to a special kind of innocence and
purity that provides a nice escape
for the listener.

BY SAM COUCH
Managing Editor

BY GABBY WIKER
Business Manager



66666
THE STREAK

EntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainmentN
ov

.
20

09

While The Sunstreak has bro-
ken distribution records in the
past for having the most albums
bought without label distribution,
their new album, “Once Upon a
Lie,” does not live up to expecta-
tions.

The new album, released on
October 6, is their first produced
by a major label.  The album is
mostly pop rock with a slight un-
dertone of electronica/techno.

The lyrics mostly consist of the
typical “I love you” or “I used to
love you” themes.  For example,
the first single to come off of the

Sunstreak do not live
up to their expectations
BY ALEX BAUCCO
Staff Reporter

“The Lovely Bones,” written
by Alice Sebold, is an outstand-
ing book that is coming to the big
screen soon on January 15, 2010.

The book takes place in the
year 1973 in a small sub-division
in Pennsylvania, where everyone
knows everyone.

The book starts off with Susie
Salmon telling the reader about
when she was murdered. She then
tells some information about her-
self.

Towards the end of the first
chapter, readers meet her killer and
find out how Susie died and start
to see the graphic things done to
her.

The book then goes into flash-
backs to right
before she died
in the cornfield,
with her “love,”
Ray Singh.

Susie tells
readers about
her heaven and
what is going
on with her
family and a few
friends.

The book
goes into how
her family is
coping with her
death and how
the police in-
vestigation is
going in the be-
ginning.

The investigation, led by Len
Fenerman, only lasts a few chap-
ters... only because they are un-
able to find any evidence besides
her elbow, found by a neighbor
dog.

However, her dad knows who
killed his daughter and told Len,
but they could not take the inves-
tigation any further because there
was no evidence.

After a while, months pass and
it goes into her first year since her
death and how the whole sub-di-
vision is dealing with it.

The book does not go in order
of years... it skips around with
flashbacks, especially in the be-
ginning of the book. Towards the
end it skips between days,
months, and years a lot. Despite
the jumps, the book was easy to
follow.

“The Lovely Bones” is a bit
slow moving in the beginning, but
the development is needed to get
the full story of Susie.

The middle of the book is pretty
easy going... not too slow, not too
fast. It just explains how Susie
feels, what is happening in her
parent’s lives, siblings’ lives, and
other people she watches out for.

Then, at the very end, every-
thing happens so fast that you
may have to re-read some parts to
understand the point.

‘The Lovely
Bones’ amazes
BY KELSEY KINCAID
Managing Editor

The characters definitely
change throughout the novel,
which ends up being a great thing.

For those who do not like read-
ing graphic content, they will not
likely be able to get through the
first part of the book.

Also, for those do not like sad
books, “The Lovely Bones” is not
for them. You may want to have
some tissues handy, as this book
is sad at points.

None of this should stop you
from reading the whole book; the
book is definitely one book that
stands out from others that you
will read.

It is from a different point of
view than most books in the teen-
age section. It gives the reader a
different view on death, heaven,
and the after life.

While the book is frustrating
at points,
when they
are trying to
get Susie’s
killer, you
will laugh at
the last
c h a p t e r,
when the
frustration is
gone.

Dialogue
is sometimes
huge in the
book, then at
points there
is almost
none in some
chapters... it
is just Susie

talking about what she sees and
how she feels.

This helps shape the book for
the readers to understand what
she is thinking/feeling at what she
is watching/doing.

Overal l ,
the book
was great. It
is not one of
those books
you will read
once and get
bored with it.

The only
bad part of
the book is
that it is slow
moving at
points or at
some points
it is hard to
keep track of
what Susie
means.

“ T h e
L o v e l y
Bones” is an
a w e s o m e
book that ev-
ery teenaged
girl should
read at one
point. It re-
ally changes
one’s points
of view on
things.

CD COVER

Bravo! Italian Cuisine in Men-
tor serves decent Italian food in a
sedate setting.

The restaurant itself is aes-
thetically pleasing, accentuated
by the overall appearance of the
meal itself.

The décor of the restaurant is
pleasant and soft, encompassing
feelings of composure and class.

However, it seems that appear-
ance has priority over the actual
quality of the food.

While it is safe to say that
Bravo! serves better food than
most places in the area, there is
definitely room for improvement.

The restaurant’s choice of

Bravo! Italian Cuisine
serves satisfactory meal

sauce, served with their chicken
parmesan, leaves a dissatisfying
taste in your mouth.

Also, the pasta noodles
seemed to be undercooked at
times.

In terms of portions, you are
given more than enough to eat,
which is not such a pleasing as-
pect when the food is less than
ideal.

Bravo!’s meals can be, at times,
less than satisfying.

On a brighter note, Bravo! of-
fers a wide variety of dinners to
choose from, including pizzas,
pastas, and kids’ meals.

The food was served in rela-
tively ample time, without any mis-
takes in the orders.

In general, the service was sat-

isfactory. They were attentive, but
left you alone to enjoy your com-
pany.

As for Bravo!’s prices, they are
a little on the higher end. How-
ever, for the most part, you get
what you pay for.

Overall, Bravo! was a pleasant
dining experience, although it is
not without flaws.

Location: 7787 Reynolds
Road. Mentor, Ohio.

Phone number: 440-946-2090
Type of restaurant: Italian
Price range for appetizers:

$4.50-10.99
Price range for entrees: $10.99-

18.99
Atmosphere: Cozy
Food: Decent

BOOK COVER

BY GABBY WIKER
Business Manager

album, titled “Until I Met You,”
has the common theme that life is
unlivable without a significant
other.  The lyrics are
cliché and add noth-
ing to the music.

The band is
most comparable to
a slightly more pop
version of the band
30 Seconds to Mars,
sharing a similar
sound and lyrical
topics.

While the band has broke
records in their distribution, the
new album is rather forgettable
and disappointing.  With cliché
lyrics and unimpressive guitar,
bass and vocals, The Sunstreak
is clearly nothing special.

For those who enjoy a simple
beat and the same old lyrics, this
album would be perfect.  Anyone

looking for a new re-
freshing sound will
be disappointed.

There is, how-
ever, exceptional
drumming.  The ma-
jority of the songs
have a strong,
unique beat behind
them.  This almost

redeems the repetitiveness in all
the other areas of the album.

Unfortunately, the drumming
alone is not enough to compen-
sate every bad factor in the album.
While some may enjoy the album,
for many “Once Upon a Lie” is a
disappointment.
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The Madison High School
Football team ended their season
on a better note than they started.

Madison came in second in
PAC with their record at 4-1, right
behind South. The Streaks’ over-
all record was 4-6.

Madison won out their remain-
ing games against North and Riv-
erside.

Madison defeated North 51-28
on October 23 and went on to de-
feat the Riverside Beavers 24-17
the following week.

“Its always a good thing to beat
Riverside,” Willis said.

Head Coach Tim Willis was
extremely grateful that none of the
seniors quit after going 0-6, and
that they finally defeated Chardon
in the Homecoming game, one of
their biggest games aside from
Riverside.

“We got the monkey off our
back,” Willis said about winning
the Chardon game.

There was only one more seri-
ous injury on the team, which hap-
pened to senior Matt
Wojiechowski, who broke his arm.

Football improves season

At season’s end, senior Miles
Iverson still led the team in rush-
ing. He rushed 300 times for 1,538
yards, averaging 5.1 yards per
carry. Iverson scored 17 touch-
downs and averaged 153.8 yards
per game.

Senior Steven Isabella was
second in rushing. He rushed 41
times for 200 yards averaging 4.9
yards per carry. Isabella scored
two touchdowns.

In the passing game, Iverson
also led the team. He completed
67 of 125 for 771 yards. He had six
touchdowns and was intercepted
seven times. He averaged 77.1
yards per game.

Sophomore Andy Karlson was
second in passing, completing  30
of 43 for 327 yards. He scored four
touchdowns and had two inter-
ceptions.

In receiving senior Matt
Bruening still finished on top, de-
spite his major injury. He had 21
receptions for 182 yards with two
touchdowns.

Isabella was also second in re-
ceiving. He had 18 receptions for
200 yards and three touchdowns.

Senior Ty Law had two receiv-
ing touchdowns with his nine re-
ceptions for 109 yards.

Iverson, sophomores Jake
Skelton and Jason O’Bryan each
had one touchdown and over 110
yards receiving.

Madison was able to score on
special teams and defense, too.

O’Bryan returned a punt for a
touchdown, and sophomore Josh
March scored a touchdown off of
an interception.

Madison  beat their opponents
in rushing, passing, and total of-
fense.

In rushing, Madison averaged
188 yards per game, while their
opponents averaged only 83.9
yards per game.

In total offense Madison beat
their opponents by over 185 yards
per game.

According to Willis, Iverson
was most valuable player this
year.

“He did a lot of things for us.
He stood out on defense,” Willis
said.

He also said that Iverson
rushed the ball over 300 yards
without getting hurt or banged up.

“He kept healthy. He was an
‘Iron-Man,’” Willis said.

Iverson also almost beat the
old high school record for yards
rushed.

In addition, Willis said that a
number of players displayed
“very outstanding individual im-
provement.”

Four MHS players made Lake
County: seniors Seth Boggs,
Brandon Filipasic, Iverson, and
Law.

This year, 15 seniors are leav-
ing, which will hit the team hard.

Iverson, Law, and Isabella were
three-year lettermen, while senior
Eric Gavorski was a four-year
letterman.

“We are going to miss the se-
niors; they were very good,”
Willis said. “They are hard to re-
place.”

Boys varsity basketball’s up-
coming 2009-2010 season has
plenty of new players to join the
team, having lost seven seniors
to graduation, but head Coach Pat
Moran’s expectations and hopes
remain constant.

This season’s new players are
juniors Tyler Klep, Tyler Riehl, Tim
Stone, Mark Vaughn, Garry Zehe,
and sophomores Andy Karlson
and Jake Skelton.

Seniors Nick Mayer, Jam
Panyathong, Joe Pietryzk, and
Tyler Richmond, and junior Adam
Sweeney return from last season.

Despite the number of new
players, Moran hopes that they
will “get better each practice and

Boys basketball
expects same results
BY SAM COUCH
Managing Editor

game” and “be competitive.”
Madison will host Harvey for

the first game of the season on
December 4.

“Our goal is to win a confer-
ence and make some noise,” he
said. “Even though we have new
guys, that goal is not going to
change.”

Try-outs were November 6 and
no cuts were made since, accord-
ing to Moran, some potential play-
ers had “cut themselves out.”

Last season’s PAC record was
8-2, and the team went 18-5 over-
all, though Moran also noted that
some player absences, such as
alumni Dan Heidenreich, who was
out with mono, hindered the
team’s strength near the end of
the season, especially with the
lost PAC game against South.

BY KELSEY KINCAID
Managing Editor

The Madison girls basketball
team is getting into the groove of
the season once again. They lost
only four lettermen to graduation:
Holly and Megan Boggs, Bianca
Masera, and Taylor Mullan, and
with returning lettermen Chealsea
Davis, Ashley Dilillo, Rochelle
Fisher, Brittany George, Kelsey
Koskinen, Kate Oberstar, and
Kate Thompson heading the var-
sity team, Coach Mike Smith is
excited for an excellent season.

The varsity started their pre-
season scrimmages on Saturday,
November 7, at West Branch High.

“They did pretty well, even
t h o u g h
three var-
sity starters
were out
with inju-

Lady Streaks look
forward to season
BY AMILENE PRIMER
Staff Reporter

ries,” said Smith.
Fisher was out with an ankle

sprain, Thompson was recovering
from a knee injury, and Oberstar
was recovering from dental sur-
gery.

Meanwhile, that same Satur-
day, the JV team played at
Uniontown Lake High School and
also did very well, according to
Smith.

Last Saturday, both teams
played Villa Angela St. Joseph at
home once again did a good job,
according to Smith.

“Senior leadership and desire
will be the key throughout the
year, as well as staying healthy,”
Smith said.

This year’s conference is said
to be a very competitive one.

“South should be very strong.
Chardon should be healthy and
Geneva has been strong in the
NEC for some time...the league
crown could be anyone’s,” said
Smith.

PHOTO BY KELSEY KINCAID

Madison defeated the Beavers 24-17 on October 30 during their game
at Riverside.

The MHS boys soccer team won three games
in the statewide postseason tournament, mak-
ing a new school record.

MHS won both the Sectionals and the Dis-
trict semifinals, held in early November.  Unfor-
tunately, they lost the regional tournament by
losing to Mentor.

Had the soccer team won three more games,
they would have made it to state.

“The postseason was really good,” said
coach Chris Mullan.

Only 64 more teams statewide were left when
MHS was defeated.

Throughout the season, MHS did not fare as
well, winning few games.

Mullan said that he’d “like to see the players
keep in good condition over the off season.”

Boys soccer
extend season
BY ALEX BAUCCO
Staff Reporter
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Senior Spotlight

Teacher Feature

Last month’s teacher: Jon Wightman

In-print- 92%    Online- 4%

    Online and In-print- 4%

Which way would you be
more likely to read the

school newspaper?

What is your
worst pet

peeve?

“People eating food in a loud
and rude manner.”

 Math Teacher Robert Peterlin

Freshman Chris Neira

Junior Savannah Owoc

Junior Alex Ortiz

Senior Kayla Kelly

Senior Brandon Dawson
Sophomore Dakoda Church

Sophomore Alex Byers Freshman Sarah Ardern

“My worst pet peeve is when
people drag their feet in the hall-
way.”

“When people drag their feet.”

“I hate it when I get a bowl of
cereal and there’s not enough milk
to complete the milk to the cereal
ratio.”

“Immature boys.”

“Mean people.”

“When people smell like B.O.”

“When people say they mean
something, but don’t.”

“How people who play a sport
do not get in trouble as much as
people who do not play a sport.”

HoroscopesHoroscopesHoroscopesHoroscopesHoroscopes
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)- All

Scorpios except you should ex-
pect incredible good luck. In-
spect your cake before you dig
in to prevent an almost certain
explosion.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec.21)-
Your dog may choose to play
fetch by itself this month. Don’t
get too bummed out, because
you still have your lifelong
dream as a slushie machine op-
erator to live for.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)- A
random pile of leaves may appear
on your doorstep. It does not
mean good luck this month, but
an uncomfortable case of the
common cold.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.18)-
The person you have been ad-
miring from afar might return
your feelings, so act like a tur-
key and gobble in their ear ever
so seductively. He/she may  look
at you funny, but they may ap-
preciate the gesture if you do it
on a Thursday this month.

Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar.20)-The
cake is a lie this month, so be
sure to feast upon some pie in-
stead. Actually, the pie might be
a lie, too, so just stay home and
hope for the best.

Aries (Mar.21- Apr. 19)- A wild
liger may appear sometime dur-
ing Thanksgiving, but prepare to
be slashed to pieces if you de-

By Sam Shlambalambadingdong
cide to pet it.

Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20)- You
will find lamps amazingly attrac-
tive today. A $20 bill will be found
near a TV screen, as well, so
choose between the lamp and
TV for possible fortune.

Gemini (May 21- Jun. 21)- The
constellations dictate your in-
credible fortune that will make
its way to your wallet. However,
a mob of pilgrim renactors may
mug you if you’re not cautious.

Cancer (Jun 22-Jul 22)- Be
sure to eat everything on your
lunch tray because it may be the
last thing you eat for a few weeks.
When all else fails, blame the
magical gourd that laid a curse
on you.

Leo (Jul. 23-Aug. 22)- Luck
in the love department is fated
to come to you in the near fu-
ture. However, your cranky
mood repels cows and attracts
bears, so be careful.

Virgo (Aug, 23- Sept. 23)-Your
favorite shirt may reek of rotten
turkey gizzards for weeks to
come. Wear a fanny pack on
your fanny for good luck.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct 22)- You
may wake up one morning this
month with a bowl cut and hair
glued to your eyebrow. Stay
away from birds unless you
don’t mind having your head
used as a nest.

Name: Laurelle Gilbert
Birth date: May 18, 1992

Favorite teacher: Ms. Rizzo
Funniest high school memory: “Being emo for

half of sophomore year.”
Hobbies: Art, playing bass guitar, and going to

church
Favorite drink: Coffee

Favorite car: Volkswagen van
Heroes: Jesus

Favorite movie: “Monty Python and the Holy
Grail”

Favorite band: Led Zeppelin

Name: Jacob Pavone
Birth date: September 14, 1990
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Gilligan
Funniest high school memory: “There are way

     too many to choose from.”
Hobbies: Computer programming, bike riding,

     and working
Favorite drink: Pomegranate juice
Favorite car: 1991 Nissan 240 SX
Heroes: Bruce Lee, Chuck Norris, Mrs. Gilligan
Favorite movie: “Fight Club”
Favorite sport: Track

Birth date: May 25, 1977

Favorite color: Blue

Colleges attended: Case Western Reserve Uni
     versity and John Carroll University

Favorite food: Mashed potatoes

Number of children: Three

Favorite musical genre: Rock

Fondest memory: Birth of children and marriage

Favorite school subject: Biology

Years of teaching: Eight


