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THE ISSUE . . . 

1. Q. Is this levy a RENEWAL?  
 

A. Yes, the Lake County School Financing District Levy was first approved by voters in 1990 and 
renewed in 1995, 2000, 2005 and 2010. 

 
2. Q. Will this renewal increase my tax rate? 
 

A. No, the levy was first approved at 4.9 mills and is currently collecting at 2.49 mills. It will cost 
$76.26 per $100,000 of market value of your home. 

 
3. Q. Is this renewal levy permanent? 
 

A. No, the renewal is for 5 years. 
 
THE BENEFIT . . . 

4. Q. What is a County School Financing District? 
 

A. A County School Financing District is a group of independent local school districts that agree to 
pool their valuation and request a levy to support specified educational programs, across the entire 
group of districts. 

 
5. Q. How does a County Financing District benefit Madison Local Schools?  
 

A. By sharing the pooled valuation of the member districts, including the valuation of the Perry 
Nuclear Power Plant, Madison Local Schools receives $1.62 for every dollar collected in local 
property taxes.  

 
THE BACKGROUND . . . 

6. Q. Who was responsible for creating the County School Financing District? 
 

A. The legislature first created the County School Financing District for special education, and 
expanded its purpose in 1989 to cover other program areas. 

 
7. Q. When was the Lake County School Financing District created? 
 

A. The Lake County Board of Education voted to create a County School Financing District in 
February of 1990 

 
8. Q. What Districts are members of the Lake County School Financing District? 
 

A. The following school districts are members of the Lake County School Financing District: Madison, 
Painesville City, Riverside and Perry. 

 
9. Q. What does it take for the Financing District to put a levy on the ballot? 
 

A. Each Member District’s Board of Education (Madison, Painesville City, Riverside and Perry) must 
adopt an identical resolution stating the size and length of time of a proposed levy, and how the 
funds will be distributed and used.  The County Board of Education then takes action to place the 
issue on the ballot. 



 
10. Q. Does the levy renewal have to pass in each Member District? 
 

A. No.  The renewal must pass in the entire county School Financing District as a whole. 
 
11. Q. How is the money from the levy distributed? 
 

A. Local districts receive the majority of their share on a per pupil basis.  The amount is calculated 
each October based on each district’s total enrollment. 

 
12. Q. How do Member Districts use the money from a County School Financing District Levy? 
 

A. Funds are used for “the provision of necessary personnel, materials, supplies and transportation for 
instruction in language arts, social studies, mathematics, fine and practical arts, health and physical 
education, science and business education.” 

 
13. Q. Does a Member District lose its separate identity by joining the County School Financing 

District? 
 

A. No.  The law clearly states that “A local school district does not lose its separate identity or legal 
existence by reason of joining its territory to a county school financing district” – ORC 3311.50 (E). 

 
The Member districts remain independent.  They pool their valuation, so that a levy can collect 
against the total value and be distributed in the manner agreed to by the member districts. 
 

14. Q. When will the Lake County School Financing District Levy be submitted to voters for 
renewal? 

 
A. On the May 5, 2015 Special Election ballot. 

 
 
15. Q. What can I do to help? 
 

A. Please support the schools on May 5th  and encourage your friends to support this important 
renewal. 


